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Through his Eyes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
More importantly to know, that each member and volunteer 
meant a lot to him and  how they touched him and vice 
versa. Putting myself in his shoes itôs going to be impossible 
to live up to his standards!  
 
Chuck did it all. His ac complishments are seen first hand  as 
you pass by the Lights in the middle of Lake St. Clair. If it 
wasnôt for him, we all would not  have  laid our own eyes on 
them. Chuck managed to establish this organization and 

find great people along the way from its inception in 1989 to 
present day. He and his wife, and many others would stand 
at events selling SOSCL buttons for one dollar. He would 
present to c lubs, organizations and groups. This alone 
allowed us to get our biggest Grant to date. That is what 
saved the r ear light. He lured people in. H e spoke in a way 
that would make you fall in love with the Twin Sisters of 
Lake St.  Clair.  
 

 
Painting of Chuck by Gary Odmark  

 
It took Chuck 15 years to see the greatest accomplishment 
this organization had. 2005 began the work on the rear 
light. $650,000 was spent restoring the island, recasting 

and refurbishing the lantern room and b rickwork done to 
finalize the project. It would take another 7 years to bring 
this all together in an emotional day. With a donated light 
from the Coast Guard Aids and Navi gation division, Chuck 
saw the r ear light shine once again.  
 
Continued on page 2  
 

 

 
MacRay Harbor  

30675 N. River Rd.  

Harrison Township MI 
48045  

Annual Meeting Notice 

 
Please join us for our Annual SOSCL Meeting, Membership Drive 
and Cel ebration on Saturday, April 23rd  at MacRay Harbor located 
at 30675 N. Rive r Road in Harrison Township at 4  p.m.  

Please keep in mind if you wish to purchase wristbands for the 

Annual meeting contact Debbie the treasurer.  Dinner wristband 
presale $20 and w alk up $25 . 
 
Phone: 586 -698 -8958 for Visa -MC-AE 
OR Mail a Check to  

SOSCL Annual Meeting  
PO BOX 815  
New Baltimore, MI 48047  

Please indicate names for wristbands 

The Range 
Lights 

 

$1.00 US 
US 

Join Us for Spaghetti!  
 

 
Cortesy AP Studios /  Rob Kennedy  (aka Away Point)  

 

 
2015 Directors and Officers  

 

With Chuckôs passing Iôve had to see 
things as he saw. Going through 

SOSCL items, I realized how 
important things were to him and 
how eager he wanted to complete 
th e restoration in his lifetime.  I 
realized what he wanted to leave 
behind.  

Annual Election Meeting 
Membership Drive 

Saturday April 23rd  
at 4-6 p.m. for Dinner 

 
Presentation  and General Meeting  

Membership Drive  
50/50 Raff le and Silent Auction  
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Editors Message 

 
The soschannellights.org website was built for the 
members and community  arou nd the Lake St. Clair. N ow 
sign up, donate or volunteer through the website. You 
can also purchase the latest in SOSCL gear through our 

General Store using any major credit car d through 
PayPal.  Visit soschannellights.org for the latest 
Presidents message, Keepers Blog and General 
Informational updates.  
 

 
The new soschannellights.org  

Rob Schoenmann  
SOSCL Director and Range Lights Editor  
 

SOSCL Dues Renewal Time 

 
It's dues renew al time. You will find a renewal envelope 
inserted in this Range Lights  newsletter. We ask you to 
please stay with us during these tough times, we have 

worked very hard to make this restoration happen and we 
canôt stop working now. 
 

If you are a life membe r, of course there  is no need to 
contribute. I f you know of an yone that would like to join the  
effort to save the Range Lights, ple ase tell them about 
SOSCL and direct them to our web site. We have 

membership options to fi t every budget, ranging from $25  
to $1,000 Life membership. Thank you!  
 
Rob Schoenmann  

SOSCL Director and Range Lights Editor  
 
 

Continued from page 1  
 

26 years of hard work Chuck gave of himself, with the help and 
permission of his wife Scotty as we would all know her by. He 
did a lot behind the scenes, Grant work, endless phone c alls, 
and tireless research. This was a man who loved the lights. He 
meant the world to all of us at SOSCL. He ran this organization 
with dignity and honor.  
 
I tell you all this because it is now my goal to get this 
completed. I want Chuck  and Scotty to look down upon the 
lights and feel proud of what this group has FINISHED. This is 
why we have been implementing new ideas for fundraising. 
This year for our annual meeting, we are trying a Spaghetti 

Dinner with the support of MacRay Harbor On April 23 rd . 
Pictur es that Chuck loved from his home will be silent 
auctioned. A 50/50 raffle always helps us out, and puts a little 
cash in your hand too! We have launched a GoFundMe and 
Text - to -Donate account to help raise the needed funds for 
foundation work on the front Light. An estimated $500,000 is 
needed.  
 
If you havenôt visited our website, www.soschannellights.org , 
you are in for a surprise. To help drive attention and help with 
instant accessibility we have launched a n interactive site. 
Pages have been updated and merchandise can be purchased 

through the site. A keepers Blog is new and you can easily 
volunteer now through the site.  
 

 
David and Matthew Hannah  

 
This past year two Boy Scouts, David and Matthew Hannah 
have been working on a project  with SOSCL to earn their Eagle 
Scout Badge. The boys were looking for ideas to accomplish 
this. It wasnôt until they attended a Discovery cruise presented 
by Kathy Brady until the y found their project. David and 
Matthew approached the board at a meeting and  presented 
their plan and we graciously accepted. Since the fall, hard work 
is being done to construct the storage shed on the Southeast 
side of the rear island. Before winter set, the base frame was 

permanently affixed to the seawall. Through winter, Moth er 
Nature  was kind enough to allow the boys to build the shed 
offsite to perfection. Once the weather breaks what will be left 
to do is install the shed on the island. This will be easily done 
since the future Eagle Scouts had prior planning and prefabbed 
the sections for easy transportation. Thank you to all who 
helped these young men out. They will continue to fundraise 
through out the year so look for update s on the Facebook page 
or sign up on the website for email notices.  
 
I would like to thank all who continue to support and donate to 
SOSCL. We are making small strides.  

 
Gary Strobel  
SOSCL President  

 
 
 

Check out the new 
soschannellights.org 
 
I am proud to introduce the 
newly designed 
soschannellights.org  website, the 
next generation website with the 

latest news , information and 
events viewable on any device.  
 
 

http://www.soschannellights.org/


 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy 2016 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We closed out all of the administrative tasks related to the 
Michigan State Historic Preservati on Office grant funded 

project that was completed in late November of 2014.   
 
We successfully navigated through the grant process, and 
received our reimbursement for all qualifying expenses.  
The initiative focused exclusively on the smaller front light. 
The scope of that project was to strip off the yellow paint 

that was added to the structure in the 1960s.  Then every 

mortar seam was ground out, and all structural cracks 
were repaired using steel staples.   Furthermore, all 
missing bricks were replaced.   Finally the entire structure 
was freshly repointed.  In addition, the interior of the 
tower was cross braced to prepare the tower to be lifted off 
of the base when we have the funding for a new 

foundation.   The work was completed on November 7 th , 
just i n front of the onset of an early winter. The completion 
of that project is tangible progress toward the ultimate 
goal of straightening the light.  This work will ensure that 
the structure will be stable while we continue to work 
toward the next phase.   
 

The Michigan State Historic Preservation Office grant 

program has been vital for the large projects that SOSCL 
has completed over the years.  This program is funded by 
the Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program. You can help 
support the preservation of Mich iganôs lighthouses by 
purchasing a State of Michigan specialty license plate from 
the Secretary of State. To learn more about these special 

license plates, or to purchase one for your vehicle, please 
visit the "Lighthouse Preservation" page at the Secretary of 
State's website . 
 
The SOSCL Organization has had some great contributions 
from Boy Scouts and their projects associated with the 

pursuit of the rank of  Eagle Scout.  First there was the 
cedar fence project for the rear light com pleted by Kathy 
Bradyôs son Jeramy  Chrisman .  Then there was the 

outhouse project accomplished by Brock Gabbert.  Our 
latest endeavor is working with twin brothers David and 
Mathew Hannah.   Their Eagle Scout project which was 
approved by the SOSCL Board, is to reconstruct the shed 

that once stood on a platform overhanging the water on 
the south side of the rear island.  This is a very ambitious 
undertaking, and we have split the constructio n into two 
phases allowing both brothers the opportunity to complete 
their Eagle projects.  The first phase was to weld a steel 
platform to support the shed.  This was complete on 
November 23 rd,  2015.   The next phase is the historically 

accurate construct ion of the shed, which is being 
prefabricated over the winter.  The boys will transport the 
sections via barge to the island in early spring.   We look 
forward to the completion of this project and it will be 

another accomplishment for our restoration goal s. 
 

 

Happy 2016 everyone, and 
with the mild winter this 
year I look forward to an 

early start for our 
maintenance and 
restoration activities this 
year.  I will start with a 

recap of the 2015 season.   

 

We continue to work with Tom Schneider, the Curator of 
Birds at the Detroit Zoo.  The island at the front light has 

become one of the few places in Michigan that the 

Common Tern successfully breeds.  Actually Common 
Terns are not common at all, they are a rare and 
endangered bird.  Over 100 nesting pairs were observed 
and tagged at the front light.  The Zoo staff helps with 
weed control by applying a special herbicide in the fall.   
They plan on removing all the dead vegetation in the 

spring, before t he birds arrive (around April 10th).   They 
will also apply a pre -emergent herbicide at that time to 
keep weeds down this year.   I will be working with Tom to 
add a weed resistant substrate in the fall as a long term 
solution to the weed problem on the fron t island.  
 
 

 
Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program  

 
This year in addition to our normal maintenance activities, 
we plan to install a solar panel, battery and led light array 

in the lantern room, so that the light shines automatically 
for at least a porti on of the boating season.  We also need 
to paint some of the interior metal fixtures in the rear light.  
The cedar fence is in need of straightening, and we would 
like to bring in some additional fill dirt around the seawall 
where settling has occurred. We  would also like to re -stain 
the fence.  We have plenty of items on our to -do list and 

as soon as t he ice leaves Lake St. Clair, m y fantastic crew 
and I will be out there making progress again.  
 

Dave Bollinger  
SOSCL Vice President and Keeper of the Lights  
 
 

 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/sos/1,1607,7-127-1585_1595_9026-23624--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/1,1607,7-127-1585_1595_9026-23624--,00.html
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A word from our New Director 
 

 
 

 
 

 

First all, I would like to thank everyone for the  opportunity to be a part of this 
organizationôs board of directors. I am very excited to be a part of this team. I was 

involved with this organization at a very young age. I remember my parents 
bringing me along to help them work the different events for SOSCL. One would 
think that an art show for a young child wouldnôt be very exciting, but I was 
always excited to go. This was because I knew I would get to see Chuck. I loved 
listing to his stories, and of course hearing his jokes, and watching him interact 
with all the event  goers. I never remember hearing the same story twice. Chuck 

taught me to always give your whole heart to anything you do in life. I am excited 
to take these values Chuck taught me and use them to expand the organization. I 
know one day th e lights will stand tall again and it will last for our children and 
their children after theirs. I look forward to a prosperous year for SOS CL and I 
hope to be seeing many new helpful faces.  
 
Rebecca Strobel   

SOSCL Director  

 

 

 

 

Thank You Lee Printing Company 

 
We want to thank Mr. Lee at Mr. Lee Printing for 
all of the time and resources he has donated to 
the  previous  website and our  cause over the 

years.   
 
Thank you!  
Save Our South Channel Lights  

 

Visit soschannellights.org for all the events 

 

 
Music by the Bay 8/13 3pm  

Walter & Mary Burke Park  
New Baltimore , MI  

littlecamillesmusicbythebay.com  

Visit soschannellights.org to BUY gear 
 

 

 

Check our website for more information  on 
Discovery Cruises  and Light Hous e Tour  dates  
www.sosc hannellights.org  
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Be a Beacon of light for SOSCL 
 

 
 
This year we launched our newly formatted website, 
www.soschannellights.org . From there you can view the 
Presidents message, rene w or establish memberships, 
and view our latest merchandise. It is our go - to page for 
everything SOSCL, you are even able to purchase 
directly some merchandise!  

 

Everyone is Wearing SOSCL! 
 
Itôs fundraising time and our goals are ever so important 
this yea r. We need to make a strong push to raise 
enough money to finish the front light. Securing funding 
for up righting the light and recasting the lantern room 
is our current priority. We achieve these goals through 
grants, donations and merchandise sales.  
 
Be sure to check our website for purchasing options. 

Reordering merchandise is in process, due to our great 
sales volume last year. All of these items can be 
obtained at one of the shows. You may also send an 
email to sosclsales@gmail.com  or call 586 -698 -8957 to 
purchase or check merchandise availability. Check out 
our entire list of items at 
www.soschannellights.org/merchandise.html .  
 
SOSCL offers  many different clothing options, you will 
surely be able to find something for everyone. Some 
options include:  
 

Long Sleeve Shirts  S-3XL   white and blue  
Ladies Tank T ops  S-2XL  light blue  
Men Fleece Jackets  M-2XL  navy  
Ladies Fleece Jackets  M-XL  pink  and winter white  
Menôs Polo Shirts  M-2XL  navy and white  
Ladies Polo Shirts  M-2XL  pale yellow  
 
If something doesnôt quite meet your needs at the time 
we consistently reorder new sizes and colors in to keep 
up with demand. One thing we always have in is our 
SOSCL t -shirts, which off ers  a great way for you to 

cover up and support the lights! T -shirts come in sizes 
S-2XL. SOSCL will also has hats and visors to keep the 
sun out of your eyes.  

 
Need a special gift? SOSCL carries books and artwork by 
local authors a nd artists. Currently we  have:  
 

¶ ñLight The Nightò prints by Harsens Islandôs 
own George Crown  

¶ commissioned print by renowned artist Gary 
Odmark  

¶ ñLife on the Flatsò publication by Michael M. 
Dixon  

¶ SOSCLôs own history book by Jon Ottman and 
Art Woodford  

¶ It T akes a Villageé movie by Ron Robinson  

 

 
Also available is artwork from local artists Ro se, Chilluffo, Kubacki, 
and Odmark. Keep in mind we have limited quantities of artwork so 
once itôs gone we might not be able to get it again!  
Some of SOSCLôs merchandise and artwork can be found at the 

Country Scene Gift Shop on Harsensôs Island, The Antique Store in 
Algonac, and Little Camilleôs in New Baltimore. If you are near stop 
on in and say hello. So remember....when the cool weather hits or 
when itôs time to dock for that evening dinner at your local on-the -
lake establishment, show off your SOSCL  wearables!  
 

Get Excited! Here are the events you can find us at in 2016 
 
SOSCLôs Annual Membership Meeting/Spaghettis Dinner ï 4/23 -  
MacRay Banquet and Event Center Dinner 4 -6pm, dinner served at 
4:30pm sharp. Meeting to follow starting at 6pm.  
 
9-Mack Me rchants June Fest Art & Craft Show 6/04 10am to 5 pm - 
St. Clair Shores  
 
Celebrate the Lake 6/11 12pm -4pm -  MacRay Harbor & Marina  
 
Antique Classic Boat Show 6/25 8am -close -  Algona c Harbour Club 
Algonac, MI  
 
Harsens Island Field Day 8/6 10am -5pm -  Harsens  Island Pavilion, 
Brownôs Park 
 
New Baltimoreôs Music by the Bay 8/13 3pm Walter & Mary Burke 
Park  
 
Algonac Rotary's Algonac Art Fair 9/ 03 & 9/04 10am to 6pm -  
Algonac Boardwalk  
 
Boat & Outdoor Festival -  9/15 thru 9/18 -  Metro Beach Check local 
listing fo r times  
 
If you know of an event that SOSCL can participate in around Lake 
St. Clair, please contact sosclsales@gmail.com  or 586 -698 -8957. We 
are a 501c3 organization and we would appreciate donated spaces to 
share the word and merchandise.  
 
Visit soschannellights.org to volunteer at an EVENT !  

 
 
The front light is stable and ready for the next phase. Without the 
help and hearts of all our members and supporters, this wouldnôt 
happen. YOU help us raise the money for matching grants. If various 
anonymous donators didnôt give from their hearts, the lights would 
not be in the state it is in, and we would be able to carry on! SO you 
see, together we all make this happen. We all are saving a piece of 
our heritage. We a ll are making a manôs dreams come true. Please 
continue to support SOSCL, every penny you spend goes directly 
towards restoration of the lights. Together we will finish the front 
Light.   
 
If you find that you can spare a couple of hours, SOSCL is always i n 
need of good people who care about the Lights. If you are interested 
in volunteering please visit the website and enter your information 
under the volunteer tab. Not only are you helping to restore the lights 
but you are able to get into various art show s for free! You will also 
meet people that share the same love of the lighthouses. If you have 
any questions feel free to email sosclvolunteer@gmail.com .  

 
Thanks to all who support Save Our South Channel Lig hts,  
 
Rebecca Strobel   
SOSCL Director  

 
 

Be sure to like us on 
Facebook and Twitter for 
current information and 
events!  
 

Please help us by liking and 
sharing all things SOS CL!  
 

Do you want  up to date 
information about  the 
Lights?  

http://www.soschannellights.org/
mailto:sosclsales@gmail.com
http://www.soschannellights.org/merchandise.html
mailto:sosclsales@gmail.com
mailto:sosclvolunteer@gmail.com
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David and Matthew Hannah  

Eagle Scout Project Troop 1402 
 

Thank you to David and Matthew Hannah 
for your dedication to wards building  and 

installation of the rear light tool shed.  
This past year two B oy S couts, David and 
Matthew have been working on a project 

with SOSCL to earn their Eagle Scout Rank.  

 

 

 

 

 



 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2016 Boat/US Cooperating Group Renewed 
 
The 201 6 Boat/US cooperating group has been renewed. 
Our members can join or rejoin the Boat/US group which 
follows legislation in Washington that relates to 

recreational boaters.  
 
Mention member Group 82854B  in your renewal.  
 
Our thanks to Boat/US.  

 

Big Thanks to Sunset Harbor 
 

 
www.sunsetboatharbor.com  

 

Nautical Mile Merchants Association  
All Places for All Seasons  
Discover the Nautical Mile  

www.nauticalmile.org  

 

SOSCL Contact Information 
 
Gary Strobel (President )  
soslights1@gmail.com  
 
David Bollinger (Vice Pres)  
sosclvpres @gmail.com  
 
Kathy Brady (Secretary)  
sosclsec@gmail.com  
http://www.so schan nellights.org/schedule -an-event  
 

Deb Strobel (Treasurer)  
soscltreas@gmail.com  
 
Rob Schoenmann (Director  & Editor )  
robs@amswebdesign.com  
 
Mark Miller (Director)  
mark@littlecamilles.com  
 
Rebecca  Strobel (Director)  
sosclvolunteer@gmail.com  
http://www.soschannellights.org/volunteer/  
 
Membershipôs 
http://www. soschannellights.org/membership  
sosclmemberships@gmail.com  
 
Merchandise  
http://www.soschannellights.org/merchandise/  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2016  Directors  
 
Nominated by the board for directorship are:  

 
Kathy Brady  (serving a one -year term, nominated for her 
third three year term )  
Debra Strobel (serving a two year term, n ominated for one 
year term)  
 
Nominations may also be made from the floor at the 
general membership meeting.  
 
Directors currently serving are:  
 
Gary Strobel (three year, term ending 2018)  

Dave Bollinger (three year, term ending 2017)  
Rob Schoenmann (one yea r, term ending 2017)  

Mark Miller (two year, term ending 2017)  
Rebecca Strobel (three year, term ending 2018)  

 
Director of Emeritus , Linda Theilfoldt  
Historian , Arthur Woodford  
 

2016  Officers 
 
Gary Strobel, P resident/CEO  
Dave Bollinger, Vice President  

Kathy Brady, Secretary  
Debra Strobel, Treasurer  
 
Memberships and Donations  
Please Send to:  
S.O.S. Channel Lights  
PO Box 815  
New Baltimore, MI 48047  

 

 

 
Cortesy AP Studios aka Rob Kennedy  (Away Point)  

http://www.nauticalmile.org/
mailto:sosclvpres@gmail.com
mailto:sosclsec@gmail.com
http://www.soschannellights.org/schedule-an-event
mailto:soscltreas@gmail.com
mailto:robs@amswebdesign.com
mailto:sosclvolunteer@gmail.com
http://www.soschannellights.org/volunteer/
http://www.soschannellights.org/membership
mailto:sosclmemberships@gmail.com
http://www.soschannellights.org/merchandise/
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Treasurers Report 
 

 
Deb S trobel  
SOSCL Treasurer  
 

 
 

 

 

 

8 

Joseph L. Simasko Accounting 

 

 
New Unique Up-close and 

Personal Rear Island Tour. 

 
SOSCL Private Tour to the Rear Light 

Island, picnic style lunch provided. 

Limited seating available, reserve your 

space today. 

 

Friday July 22
nd

, 10am ï 5pm 

 

Contact Kathy Brady 

586-242-6047 
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Range Light Special Events 
 
If you would like more 

information on having your  
special day on the Rear Light 
or a unique up -close and 
personal Rear Island tour , 

Schedule your event with 
SOSCL by contacting  

 

 Kathy Brady  at 586 -242 -6047.  
 
http://www.soschannellights.org/schedule -an-event/  
 
Kathy Brady  
SOSCL Secretary  

 

 
 

 

 

 
Lake St. Clair ôs Old Range Lights Book  

Now Available!  
Visit SOSChannelLights.org  for Details  

Visit soschannellights.org to schedule an EVENT! 
 

 

http://www.soschannellights.org/schedule-an-event/

