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2013 President’s Message 
 

 
 

There are many activities on our agenda this year 
including the grant we are hoping to have in place 
soon. The wheels turn slowly at times when you 
really need the speed for important work like our 
plan for the new foundation at the front light and 
putting together the large amount of financing 

needed. We had to wait for additional donation 
money to make our obligation, and we are now 
ready to match the estimate. 
 
We are thankful for those members who came 
through when we needed it like our own "Mr. 
Anonymous" and yacht clubs like "The Old Club" 

and regular members like you! Our directors are 
continuing to hold great outings and never take 
credit for all their hard work. There is a list of 
events in this Range Lights, please look them up 
and join us in saving the Old South Channel Lights. 
Be ready to purchase new items that we will have 
on sale. This year’s annual meeting will be at The 

School House Grill on Harsens Island that has a 
history itself, and you get a ride on the ferry to 
boot. Please join us. 
 
One of new things we hope to have is the historical 
book by Jon Ottman and with a forward by our 

treasurer Arthur Woodford, who is a publisher in his 

own right. Mr. Ottman's book chronicles the 
progress at the lights with excellent notes of history 
that are just coming to light. The book is an 
opening for historical information as we will add 
additional stories and photos for the second book as 
we progress with the documentation we uncover. 

 
Chuck Brockman 
President SOSCL 

 

 
 
  

 
Publication of Save Our South Channel Lights 

Lake St. Clair, Save Our South Channel Lights 

Winter 2012/2013  Volume 21 Number 1 

Annual Election Meeting 
Membership Celebration Drive 

Saturday April 13th  
at 6 p.m. 

 
Presentation 

Membership Drive 
50/50 Raffle 

Following Entertainment  

Editors Message 
Annual Meeting Notice 

 
 

 

(Continued on page 2 – Editors Message) 

 

 
Harsens Island School 

House Grille 
2669 Columbine Road, 

Harsens Island MI 48028 

 

Please join us for our Annual SOSCL 
Meeting, Membership Drive and 
Celebration on April 13th at Harsens 
Island School House Grille, located at 
2669 Columbine Road, Harsens Island 
MI 48028. 

 
We will present the progress over the 
last year as well as give an update on 
future plans and for the Lights and 
fundraising events. This event is open to 
all, come on out, enjoy an afternoon 
early evening on Harsens Island. 

The Range 
Lights 

 

What 

A 

Year! 

$1.00 US 
US 
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(Editors Message continued from page 1) 
 

Thanks Eric for the view of a lifetime 
 
I want to thank Eric Mehl our local pilot for the rides in his 
Cessna airplane to take aerial photographs of the Range 
Lights and surrounding sites.  
 
 
Rob Schoenmann 

Director and Editor SOSCL 
 

 
 

Eric Mehl Commercial Pilot 
810-748-9414 
810-278-0969 

 

 
Wedding Aerial August 23, 2012 

 

 
Wedding Aerial June 15, 2012 

 

SOSCL Dues Renewal Time 

 
It's dues renewal time. You will find a renewal envelope 
inserted in this Range Lights newsletter. We ask you to 

please stay with us during these tough times, we have 
worked very hard to make this restoration happen and we 
can’t stop working now. 
 

If you are a life member, of course there is no need to 
contribute, but if you know of anyone that would like to join 
the effort to save the Range Lights, please tell them about 

our efforts and direct them to our web site. We have 
membership options to fit every budget, ranging from $15 to 
$1,000 Life membership. Thank you! 
 
Chuck Brockman 
President SOSCL 
 

 
2012 Light the Night, Clinto River Cruise Ships 

 
 

2012 Light the Night, Sea Cadets 
 

Big Thanks to Sunset Harbor 
 

 
www.sunsetboatharbor.com 
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2012 Restoration Updates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This is a recap of the progress at the South Channel Lights 
from my perspective. Due to the mild weather I was able to 
make my first trip out to the lights on March 19th.  It was 
great to see that everything was in good shape after the long 
winter.  My team and I were able to get an early start on our 
restoration and maintenance goals for the year.   One of the 
first things that we did was install the Fresnel lens on the 
restored light base in the rear tower.  I was extremely 
excited to test the light.  I wired the light with the capability 
of using a high intensity LED array or a much brighter 300 
watt incandescent bulb.   

 
This gives us the flexibility to power the light with a battery 
or a generator.  We also ran concealed wiring with an outlet 
in the lantern room.  Now illuminating the light is as simple 
as hooking up a generator to a jumper and firing it up.  In 
2013 we plan to install some semi-permanent ground 
lighting as well. 
We also expanded the patio area at the rear light and added 
a walkway from each side to better accommodate visitors to 
the island.  We hauled over 4000 pounds of paver stones a 
boatload at a time to accomplish this task.   We continue to 

host weddings at the rear light.  Several more couples tied 
the knot out there in 2012.  It is great to share the light for 
events such as these. 
 
The high point of 2012 was our “Light the Night” event.   
When we implemented the capability to actually light up the 
rear tower, the SOSCL Board began planning how we could 
share the illumination of this great treasure.  A plan began to 
unfold.  Each board member has their area of specialty and 
mine is making things happen out at the lights.  My team 
and I began a series of tests a few weeks before the lighting 
on August 7th.  The first time we lit it up I got goose bumps 

as the lantern room came to life for the first time in over 100 
years.  From what I understand, we caused quite a stir at 
the Old Club when the dark beacon suddenly lit up one 
Friday night.  We did several tests with a variety of light 
configurations because we were determined to make the 
lighting event something that would be truly amazing.  My 
friend Dean West and I spent one night playing with 
adjustments and tweaking the light until well after midnight 
to get it perfect.  We also experimented with a variety of 
ground lighting options until we were able to properly 
highlight the entire tower.  It was really a cool experience to 

play around with different types of lighting.  We were able to 
see the light from a completely different perspective.  I 
found myself wondering what it felt like to be the lighthouse 
keeper over a century earlier. 

 
The actual “Light the Night” event was absolutely 
amazing.  It was great to see such an outpouring of 
support for our cause.  It was also a wonderful feeling 

to share the beauty of the light in a way that has not 
ever been done.  As we were on-sight preparing for the 
lighting, it was quite impressive to see how many 
boats came out to witness the event.   I have to admit 
when we activated the light and all the boat horns 
began blowing I got tears in my eyes.  This event was 
the culmination of many years of work by dedicated 

volunteers.   Two different production companies shot 
video of the event and did interviews with a cross 
section of participants.  Hopefully we will have some 
new material to share in the near future. 
 
At our last SOSCL Board meeting of 2012 we had a 

very interesting guest.  The Curator of Birds at the 
Detroit Zoo asked to come speak to us.  I thought that 
seemed to be a strange request.  During our meeting 
we learned that the front island is one of only a couple 
of places in Southeast Michigan where Terns come to 
nest.  If you have ever been near the front light in the 
late spring to early summer you may have seen the 

hundreds of birds that swarm the area.  I always 
thought that they were a nuisance but it turns out that 
it is a rather rare and interesting event.   We may work 
with the Zoo to create an ideal habitat at the front light 
while discouraging nesting at the rear light. 
So that is my recap of a great 2012 season.  As I look 
out at my frozen canal, I cannot wait to get started 

again in 2013.  We have many goals this year and we 
plan to do more lighting events this season.  Our main 
goal is to straighten the front light before it tumbles 
over and is lost forever.  We need the continued 
support from the dedicated fans of our historic gems in 
order to accomplish that lofty goal.  I know that 

somehow we will be successful in that venture and all 
of our other goals.   
 
Dave Bollinger 
SOSCL Vice President and Keeper of the Lights 
 

 
Preparing for Light the Night 2012 

 

All that I can say is 
“Wow”! 2012 was sure a 

productive year for the 

Save Our South Channel 
Lights organization.  We 
accomplished a 
tremendous amount, and 
were able to share the 
lights with our community 

like never before.   

 

Nautical Mile Merchants Association 
All Places for All Seasons 
Discover the Nautical Mile 

www.nauticalmile.org 

 

http://www.nauticalmile.org/
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Stay Informed. Save the Lights 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another alternative, If you have an account or would like 
an account it is a simple safe registration process, SOSCL 
has a Facebook PAGE. It can be found at 
www.facebook.com/SaveOurSouthChannelLights. Be sure 
to “LIKE” us! You will find latest info about the Lights and 
current events.  
 
SOSCL also has a LinkedIn group page @ 
www.linkedin.com/groups/Save-Our-South-Channel-
Lights. 
 
Regardless be sure to spread the Light and tell everyone 
about us! 

 
Gary E. Strobel 
SOSCL Director 
 

 

 

Together we can do great thing for SOSCL! 
 
Each year brings us closer to our goals with continued efforts and great 

volunteerism. SOSCL is in need of help in many areas. Speakers are 
needed for the Clinton River Cruises. Volunteers would, along with one of 
our Directors, give the history of the lights to passengers. This is a nice 
cruise aboard one of their charter boats and the speaking portion lasts 
about 15 minutes or so. 
 
SOSCL is also in need of friendly people to assist in the show events. 
Most of our events take place during the summer months. At the events, 
it is good to see our supporter’s faces. We share good conversations of 
past, present and future of the Historical Lights! Come on out, there is 
often a lot to see, and we always appreciate people who donate their 
time.  

 
If volunteering is not your thing, donations are always accepted. We 
have taken various items such as nautical items that are auctioned off at 
our events, to Memorial Step Dedications in name of a loved ones or 
groups. Items or donations can be arranged by contacting us. 
 
If you know of an event that SOSCL can participate around Lake St. 
Clair, or if you find that you can spare a couple of hours, please contact 
sosclsales@gmail.com or 586-698-8957. We are a 501c3 organization 
and would appreciate donated spaces to share the word and 
merchandise. 
 

Thanks to all who support Save Our South Channel Lights, 
 
Gary E. Strobel   
SOSCL Director 
 
Here are the 2013 events SOSCL will be participating in:  
 
SOSCL’s Annual Membership Meeting – 4/13 6pm Harsens Island’s 
Schoolhouse Grille-Blue Room 
 
Nautical Mile Open House & Fun Day 5/04 (SOSCL Booth in front of 

Mastro’s Ice Cream) 
 
Great Lakes Lighthouse Keepers Association 5/31-6/2 Group to stop at 
Old Range Lights - http://www.gllka.com/ or more info. 
 
9-Mack Merchants June Fest Art & Craft Show 6/01 10am to 5 pm - St. 
Clair Shores 
 
Celebrate the Lake 6/8 12pm-11pm MacRay Harbor 
 
Antique Classic Boat Show 6/22 8am-close - St. Clair Municipal Marina, 
St. Clair, MI *Note: Location change for this year, 

 
* Tentative D-9 Power Squadron Event 6/27 - Location TBD  
 
Nautical Mile Car Cruise & Bike Night 7/18 (SOSCL Booth in front of 
Mastro’s Ice Cream) 
 
Tashmoo Days 7/20 11 am - 6pm - Downtown Harsens Island 
 
SOSCL’s Annual Light the Night 7/27, the Old Range Lights. See 
www.soschannellights for further info. 
 

Harsens Island Field Day 8/3 10am-5pm  - Harsens Island Pavilion, 
Brown’s Park 

 
New Baltimore’s Music by the Bay 8/10 5pm Walter & Mary Burke Park  
 
Algonac Rotary's Algonac Art Fair 8/31 & 9/01 10am to 6pm  - Algonac 
Boardwalk 

 
Boat & Outdoor Festival -  9/19 thru 9/22  - Metro Beach Check local 
listing for times 

 
 
Gary E. Strobel 

 

Do you want to stay informed 
about events and news on the 
Lights? SOSCL has many 
media outlets to keep in touch. 
The official site of the Lights is 
www.soschannellights.org. 
You can view Chuck’s latest 
President’s Message, renew or 
establish memberships and 
view latest merchandise. 

 

 

 
2012 Light The Night 

 
Chuck Brockman and Gary Odmark 

http://www.facebook.com/SaveOurSouthChannelLights
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Save-Our-South-Channel-Lights
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Save-Our-South-Channel-Lights
mailto:sosclsales@gmail.com
http://www.gllka.com/
http://www.soschannellights/
http://www.soschannellights.org/
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Stepping Up 
                                                   
Since 2006 we have offered name plates for each of the 41 
steps leading to the top of the rear light.  For those of you who 
have “stepped up” and purchased a step name plate, we would 

like to give you a great big thank you!  The response has been 
terrific and considering the economic state of things here in 
Southeast Michigan I hardly know what to say – thank you does 
not seem to be enough!  
 
There are still a few steps available for purchase and if you or 
your organization would like to help us finish the job, we would 
be happy to have a brass plate engraved and installed in the 
Summer of 2012. The name plates will proclaim your support of 
Lake St. Clair and the Lights to all who climb the steps. 
 

If you or anyone you know would like to set up a memorial fund 
with SOSCL, we have a special form that will allow you to share 
your wishes to honor a loved one and make it easy for others to 
do so also.   
 
We also offer the opportunity for clubs, groups and individuals 
to reserve a step and continue to contribute or raise the full 
amount of $800 over an extended period of time. This makes it 
easier for folks to help us, and also ensures they get one of the 
remaining steps. This can be an on-going fundraiser for your 
club or group and we welcome your participation.  To find out 
how to reserve a step and to set up an extended contribution 

plan, please contact me. The sale of the remaining steps could 
really go a long way in helping us complete this project.  To 
order simply use the form on our website- go to 
http://soschannellights.org/name.html download and print the 
order form – you can then pay by check or credit card.   
 
Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to help us “Save 
Our South Channel Lights!” 

 
Dave Bollinger 

SOSCL Vice President and Keeper of the Lights SOSCL 
Director 
 

 

 
Example name plate 

 

 
Name plate installed 

 

 
Rear Light steps with plaques installed 

Plaques installed 

http://soschannellights.org/name.html
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SOSCL Merchandise - RESTOCKED 
 
Thank you all who have purchased SOSCL items! 

Once again for 2013, we are in process of 
restocking the items that were sold out of this 

past year. As in the past our Polo’s and Fleece 
Pullovers were big sale items. We will continue to 
offer these items. All this merchandise can be 
purchased at one of the shows or arrangements 
can be made to get the merchandise to you by 
either emailing at sosclsales@gmail.com or 
contacting me at 586-698-8957 or any one of the 

Board members. Check out our entire list of 
items at 
www.soschannellights.org/merchandise.html. We 
are working to have these items purchasable 

through the web site. 
 

SOSCL will still offer full zippered fleece in Men 
and Ladies styles and sizes. The Men’s are navy 
in color, Ladies are pink and a second color 
added, winter white! Both are $38 for M-XL 
Ladies M-XL Men’s, $40 for Men's 2XL. Navy is 
also the choice for the Men’s Polo’s, the Ladies 
are Pale yellow. we are entertaining additional 

colors for both. 
Both the Fleece and Polo’s are nicely tailored for 
the ladies. $30 for average sizes. 
 
SOSCL t-shirts for a quick cover up. Sizes S-

XL are $15. 2XL for $17. 
 

SOSCL will also have hats and visors to keep 
the sun out of your eyes $15. Previous 
stock, $10. 
 
When driving around town, show your 
support by displaying the SOSCL window 

decal for $3. 
 
Need a special gift item for that someone? SOSCL 
carries books and artwork by local authors and 
artists. We are still offering special Light the 

Night Prints by Harsens Island’s own George 
Crown, and a commissioned print by renowned 

Gary Odmark. “Life on the Flats” by Michael M. 
Dixon gives good history about times and 
shipping in the Harsens’s Island area. Rose, 
Chilluffo, Kubacki, and Odmark are some of the 
local names of the artwork SOSCL has to offer. 
Reasonable prices are on all artwork while they 
last.  

 
Some of SOSCL’s merchandise and artwork can 
be found at the Country Scene Gift Shop on 
Harsens’s Island, The Antique Store in Algonac, 
and Little Camille’s in New Baltimore. If you are 

near stop on in and say hello. So 

remember....when the cool weather hits or when 
its time to tie up for that evening dinner at your 
local on-the-lake establishment, show off your 
SOSCL wearable’s! 
 
 
Gary E. Strobel 

SOSCL Director 
 
 

 

 

 
Thanks to the Idle Hour for all your Support! 

 
A Big THANKS to the Old Club for all your Support! 

 

 
Rear Light Ornate Rail 
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2013 Officers 
 
Chuck Brockman, President and CEO 

Dave Bollinger, Vice President 

Deb Strobel, Treasurer 
Kathy Brady, Secretary 

 
2012 Directors 
 
Directors serving this past year were: 

 
The election committee appointed directors selected: 
Rob Schoenmann, Kathy Brady and Deb Strobel to fill 
the new three year vacancies. Other nominations may 
be made from the floor by members in good standing.  
 

There will be a directors meeting immediately after the 
elections. 
 
Directors Emeritus are: Mark McKee, Linda Thielfoldt. 
 
 
 

 

 

Help Stop Vandals! 
 
As more and more projects are completed at the Lights, we 
need your help when out on the lake.  
 
Shortly after the rear light were completed in 2005, the 
Winter-Spring of 2006 vandals tried unsuccessfully breaking 
into the Rear Light. New brackets had to fabricated from the 

damage created. 
 
In addition, both “No Trespassing” signs are missing. It is 
unknown if Mother Nature had her way with the signs and 
they are in the bottom of the lake or if vandals took them.  

 

 
 

Please keep on eye out for any wrong doers. St. Clair and 
Macomb County Marine Patrols, US Border Patrol and The US 
Coast Guard all are watching as well. Please contact anyone 
of these Authorities or a SOSCL Officer or Director if you spot 
something out of place. The Lights are private property 
owned by SOSCL, no one should be one the lights, and only 
are to be authorized with a SOSCL Officer or Director. 

 

 

2013 Boat/US Cooperating Group Renewed 
 
The 2012 Boat/US cooperating group has been renewed. 
Our members can join or rejoin the Boat/US group which 

follows legislation in Washington that relates to 

recreational boaters. 
 
Mention member Group 82854B in your renewal. 
 
Our thanks to Boat/US. 

 

Light the Night 2012 

 
2012 Light the Night, Rear Light lit for the first time in over 100 years with hundreds of onlooking boats. 

 
SOSCL Directos and Officers 
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Treasurers Report 
 

 
Deb Strobel 
SOSCL Treasurer 
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Joseph L. Simasko Accounting 

 

August 7, 2013 
Light the Night 

 
 

SOSCL’s Annual Light the Night 
the Old Range Lights. See 
www.soschannellights.org 

 for further info. 

http://www.soschannellights.org/
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SOSCL Contact Information 
 
Chuck Brockman (President)  
soslights1@aol.com 
810-748-1888 
 
David Bollinger (Vice Pres) 
dave.bollinger@hp.com 
586-530-7626 
 
Rob Schoenmann (Director) 
robs@amswebdesign.com 
586-206-6580 
 
Linda Thielfoldt (Director) 
lindat@devlingroup.com 
248-740-8867 
 
Gary Strobel (Director) 
sosclsales@gmail.com 
586-698-8957 
 
Mark Miller (Director) 
culinaryexpressions@comcast.net 
586-764-6075 
 
Deb Strobel (Treasurer) 
soscltreas@gmail.com 
586-698-8958 
 
Kathy Brady (Secretary) 
kathy@kydatech.net 
586-242-6047 
 
Memberships and Donations  
Please Send to: 
S.O.S. Channel Lights 
P.O. Box 15 
Harsens Island, MI 48028 
 

2012 Light the Night 
     

 
2012 Light the Night Day 

 
2012 Light the Night, Preparing for the ceremony 

mailto:soslights1@aol.com
mailto:dave.bollinger@hp.com
mailto:robs@amswebdesign.com
mailto:lindat@devlingroup.com
mailto:soscltreas@gmail.com
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A quick look back at 2012 
 

 
Kathy Brady 
SOSCL Secretary 

 
 

 

2013 Special Event dates still available! 
 

Kathy Brady (Secretary) 
kathy@kydatech.net 

586-242-6047 
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Our work is still not done, with the Front Light in fear of falling over we 

need to act quickly to restore the foundation. 
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